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In response to the requirements of Penal Code Section 13514.1, enacted in January 2004 for July 1, 2005, implementation, POST developed the SWAT Operational Guidelines and Standardized Training Recommendations. This publication is available on the POST website  at http://www.post.ca.gov/training/swatmanual/SWATmanual.asp and addresses legal and practical issues of SWAT operations, personnel selection, fitness requirements, planning, hostage negotiation, tactical issues, safety, rescue methods, after-action evaluation of operations, policy, logistical and resource needs, uniform and firearms requirements, risk assessment, and multi-jurisdictional SWAT operations.
The law requires development of this publication in response to public and law enforcement concerns about the operations and training of SWAT teams in California. In its final 2002 report, the Attorney General’s Commission on Special Weapons and Tactics recognized the need for comprehensive SWAT guidelines and training in California. Therefore, POST assembled more than 130 law enforcement practitioners, managers, and executives, and used the California Attorney General’s Blue Ribbon SWAT Report 2002 as a guiding document. Subcommittees consisting of SWAT subject matter experts met throughout 2004 to provide input regarding the highly specialized components of SWAT operations and training. The SWAT executive committee, comprised of law enforcement chief executives, administrators, and SWAT practitioners, met to review the recommendations of the subcommittees.
The SWAT guidelines and training recommendations are advisory in nature and are not mandatory requirements. POST staff will revisit these guidelines, with field input, after one year’s experience.
These general guidelines and standardized training recommendations meet the requirements outlined in the law. However, additional guidelines are needed for specialized components of SWAT (i.e., Crisis Negotiation, Sniper Teams, Airborne, etc.). Due to time constraints, the specialized guidelines are not complete at this time, but are expected to be ready for Commission consideration in late 2005 or early 2006.

For questions about the SWAT Operational Guidelines and Standardized Training Recommendations, please contact Senior Consultant Tamara Evans at 916.227.4887 or via email at Tamara.Evans@post.ca.gov.  
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