STATE OF CALIFORNIA EDMUND G. BROWN, JR., Governor

DEPARTMEN

T OF JUSTICE KAMALA D. HARRIS, Attorney General
Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training

1601 Alhambra Blvd

Sacramento, CA 95816-7083

WWW.[:_)OSI.Ca.gOV

Date: August 22, 2014
Bulletin: No. 2014-17

Subject: Update on Proposed Amendment to First Aid Standards for Public Safety
Personnel

As noted in Bulletins 2014-10 and 2014-14, the California Emergency Medical Services
Authority (EMSA), which establishes First Aid/CPR training standards for public safety
personnel, has proposed revisions to the California Code of Regulations, Division 9, Title 22,
Chapter 1.5, First Aid Standards for Public Safety Personnel. EMSA provided a 45-day public
comment period May 23, 2014 through July 7, 2014 and conducted a public hearing on July 7,
2014, to receive input concerning the proposed regulations.

Following the receipt of input, EMSA revised the regulations and provided a 15-day public
comment period from August 1, 2014 through August 15, 2014. During both public comment
periods POST provided input to EMSA in the form of written commentary, and facilitated
meetings of stakeholders to provide information about the proposed first aid/CPR regulations
and to obtain feedback concerning the proposed regulations.

During the process, EMSA has worked with POST to assess the concerns expressed by law
enforcement. This effort has resulted in POST and EMSA collaborating with the major law
enforcement professional associations to refine the proposed First Aid/CPR regulations. This
collaboration resulted in the publication of additional revisions to the proposed regulations on
August 20, 2014.

The revision of the proposed regulations did several things. The most significant changes
include:

e Removal of the requirement that course content be skill oriented and replaced it with a
competency-based standard,;

¢ Emphasis that EMSA will consult with POST to develop course curricula and testing
competency standards for the regulations that apply to peace officers;

e Removal of the training hours requirement from the optional skills training; and instead,
applies a competency-based standard for the optional skills; and

e Provides that POST will have 24-months to complete the development of the required
training and testing and secure approval from EMSA.

The latest proposed regulations reflect input by POST, law enforcement and emergency
services stakeholders, academy trainers, and EMSA. POST views the outcomes as positive
and reflective of the importance of collaboration with EMSA and the law enforcement
community.

This unified commitment to developing the curricula, including the application of a competency-
based standard to assess student learning is a significant outcome. Throughout the process
there has been a high level of professionalism, passion for excellence, and a commitment to
training by public safety first responders.

The mission of the California Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training is to continually enhance
the professionalism of California law enforcement in serving its communities.
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POST and EMSA have begun the collaborative process to address the first aid/CPR
requirements. As a result, POST has concluded further efforts to inform the field regarding the
proposed regulatory changes.

Interested parties are directed to the EMSA website for the latest version of the proposed
regulations. Agencies and interested parties may still independently provide input to EMSA
during the public comment period, which is August 20, 2014 through September 3, 2014. The
text of the revised, proposed regulations, comment table, notice of public comment, and a
summary of comments with EMSA’s responses related to the previous public comment period
are posted at: http://www.emsa.ca.gov/Public Comment.

The Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training is grateful for the leadership of the
Emergency Medical Services Authority, California State Sheriffs’ Association, California Police
Chiefs Association, California Peace Officers Association and Peace Officers Research
Association of California and the collaboration that took place to address this critical issue.

Any questions relating to this bulletin may be directed to Senior Consultant Phil Caporale, Basic
Training Bureau at (916) 227-2519 or phil.caporale@post.ca.gov.

ROBERT A. STRESAK
Executive Director
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