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The mission of the California Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training is to continually enhance 
the professionalism of California law enforcement in serving its communities.  

Date: March 8, 2016 

Bulletin: No. 2016-03 

Subject: Senate Bills 11 and 29:  Mental Health Training 

In October 2015, Governor Brown signed two bills into law that impact peace officer training in 
California. Senator Beall authored Senate Bills 11 and 29, which require additional mental 
health training be provided in the Regular Basic Course (RBC), the Field Training Program, and 
training for in-service patrol personnel.  The Commission on POST collaborated with staff from 
Senator Beall’s office, advocacy groups, academy directors and coordinators, and clinicians to 
review and revise existing curricula.    

Senate Bill 11 adds Penal Code sections 13515.26 and 13515.27, which requires an increase in 
mental health training hours in the Regular Basic Course (RBC). POST met with Subject Matter 
Experts (SMEs) from a variety of disciplines and added nine (9) hours to the RBC (Learning 
Domain 37) for a total of 15 hours for this learning domain.  The additional content is comprised of 
revisions to terminology and student exercises.  At the February 2016 meeting, the Commission 
approved the amendments to the Training and Testing Specifications for LD 37 to reflect the 
updated curricula.  After review by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL), the changes will be 
effective August 2016.   

Senate Bill 11 also requires POST to develop and make available a course consisting of a minimum of 
three (3) hours, covering a variety of mental health topics for supervisors and below who are assigned to 
patrol duties. POST staff will design this course so that it also meets the tactical communication 
requirements of the Perishable Skills Program (PSP).  This course is not mandated for peace officers to 
attend; however, POST will make the expanded course outline and hourly distribution available on the 
POST Mental Health webpage by August 2016, for agencies to download and certify through their 
Regional Consultants.  

Senate Bill 29 adds Penal Code sections 13515.28 and 13515.295 which requires an update to 
the current 40-hour mandated Field Training Officer (FTO) course, to contain four (4) hours of 
mental health training.  It was determined the best approach to satisfy this requirement is to 
modify the existing scenario based content, focusing the learning and training skills on mental 
health content.  The mandated FTO course will remain at 40 hours.  At the February 2016 
meeting, the Commission approved the modification to the FTO course.  After OAL approval, the 
changes will be effective August 2016.   

Senate Bill 29 also requires additional mental health competencies be added to the FTO program. 
POST staff has worked with SME to add the additional competencies to the FTO manual.  
Agencies will not need to resubmit their manuals for approval.  They will be required to submit an 
attestation form to POST that they have included the additional content.  At the February 2016 
meeting, the Commission approved these additional competencies.  After OAL approval, the 
changes will be effective August 2016.   

http://www.post.ca.gov/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB11
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB29
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Finally, Senate Bill 29 requires that Field Training Officers appointed on or before January 1, 
2017, receive an additional eight (8) hours of crisis intervention behavioral health training before 
June 2017. Field Training Officers appointed on or after January 1, 2017, must complete the 
training within 180 days of assignment.   
 
NOTE: If a FTO has completed eight (8) hours of crisis intervention behavioral health training 
within the past 24 months, or if the FTO has completed 40 hours of crisis intervention behavioral 
health training, the aforementioned requirement shall not apply.   
 
Although POST is not required to develop this training, POST will develop and make available an 
expanded course outline and hourly distribution that meets the eight (8) hour crisis intervention 
training course requirement for FTO.  The expanded course hourly and hourly distribution will be 
made available on the POST Mental Health webpage in April 2016, for agencies to download 
and certify through their Regional Consultants.  
 
Please refer to the links to each bill for specific information regarding the legislation.  
 
POST has also developed two webpages to provide information regarding mental health 
training and resources.  The webpages provide an overview of Senate Bills 11 and 29, 
resources, links, and a Field Training Officer Course overview.  The POST webpages are 
available at: https://post.ca.gov/crisis-intervention-behavioral-health-training.aspx and 
https://www.post.ca.gov/mental-health-training-and-resources.aspx.  

 
Questions regarding the training for the Regular Basic Course and the Field Training Program 
may be directed to Senior Consultant Phil Caporale, Basic Training Bureau, at (916) 227-3915 or 
Philip.Caporale@post.ca.gov.  Questions regarding the POST Mental Health webpages may be 
directed to Senior Consultant Janna Munk, Training Program Services Bureau, at (916) 227-
0473 or Janna.Munk@post.ca.gov.  
 
 
 
 
ROBERT A.STRESAK 
Executive Director 
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