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 (FAA) REGULATIONS REQUIRE TRAINING FOR



PEACE OFFICERS FLYING ARMED
Under new FAA regulations, as of November 14, 2001, all law enforcement officers (LEOs) who need to fly armed and have not received flying armed training must complete the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) “Law Enforcement Officers Flying Armed” training program.  Prior to this date, the training was recommended by the FAA but not required for officers flying armed.  See attached FAA memo and enclosures dated October 5, 2001.

In December 2001, the FAA released its Law Enforcement Officers Flying Armed training package online via a secured website.  Instructions and security passwords for accessing the training package were provided nationwide to all law enforcement agencies via a December 2001 NLETS bulletin.  The training should be accessed by agency instructors or administrators and used to conduct training for officers who have a need to fly armed.  The FAA’s online training package includes a Training Guide document (lesson plan and overheads), a PowerPoint presentation, and Frequently Asked Questions document.  These materials are contained on the FAA website and are not distributed by California POST, nor is access to this secured FAA website provided by California POST.
In November 1995, POST released its Law Enforcement Officers Flying Armed telecourse, which was based on the FAA’s 1994 training syllabus.  In September 2001, POST revised this telecourse video with a two-hour telecourse, Aviation Security.  This program was broadcast via the California POST Television Network (CPTN) on September 27, 2001 and repeated October 25, 2001.  Completion of either telecourse program prior to Nov. 14, 2001 satisfies the original FAA training recommendation.

In light of the November 2001 FAA regulation change, the POST Aviation Security telecourse may now only serve as an additional resource for local agency instructors and is not a substitute for the new FAA online training package.  The FAA has agreed to work with POST on a revised Aviation Security 2002 telecourse, which will be accepted as the equivalent of the FAA’s online Law Enforcement Officers Flying Armed training package.  POST will notify the field when this revised telecourse program is available.
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All LEOs who completed flying armed training prior to November 14, 2001 are accepted as meeting the training requirements and may continue to fly armed until agencies have had the opportunity to provide updated training.  The FAA notes that there are changes in the regulations that need to be understood by all LEOs flying armed, and recurrent training is recommended by the FAA as soon as possible.  There is no specified frequency for recurrent training in the FAA regulations; however, after the initial flying armed training is presented, it is recommended that the training be conducted at least annually for all officers who fly armed.

Agencies having difficulty accessing the FAA’s Law Enforcement Officers Flying Armed training package website are directed to call Phil Rose, FAA, at (202) 267-9272.  Agencies with questions for the FAA may email questions to: don.cotton@faa.gov.
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